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Department of Business Development



Foreign Business Act, 

“Foreigner” means;

Natural person who is not Thai 

Juristic person not registered in Thailand

Juristic person registered in Thailand, at least one 
half of capital (or shares) held by any other foreigner

Foreigner or Foreign Company got conditions 

to operate businesses in the Lists, 
(List One   List Two   List Three)



List One, 
not permit to Foreign Company

(1) The Press, radio 

broadcasting or 

television station

(2) Rice farming, 

plantation or 

crop growing 

(3) Livestock 

(4) Forestry and 

timber 

(5) Fishery

(6) Extraction of Thai

medicinal herbs

(7) Trade and auction 

sale of Thai  

antique or 

historic objects

(8) Making or casting 

Buddha image 

and monk alms-

bowls

(9) Land Trade



List Two, only where; 
not less than 40% of its shares are held by Thai 

not less than two-fifth of directors must be Thai 

must obtain Foreign Business License (FBL.) 

permitted by Commerce Minister with Approval of 

Council of Ministers

Chapter 1: National safety & security business

Chapter 2: Arts, culture, traditions, customs, 

and folklore handicrafts 



List Three, need to apply for        

Foreign Business License

(1) Rice Milling and 

Flour production

(2) Fishery Farm

(3) Grown forestry

(4) Ply wood, Veneer, 

Chipboards or 

Hardboard

(5) Production of     

Lime

(6) Accounting  

Services

(7) Legal Services

(8) Architectural  

Services

(9) Engineering 

Services

(10) Construction*

(11) Brokerage or *

Agency

(12) Sale by auction*

(13) Domestic trade* 

of local agri.

products

* With  condition  or 

(14) Retail*

(15) Wholesale*

(16) Advertising

(17) Hotel

(18) Tourism

(19) Food Services

(20) Cultivation, 

Propagation or 

development of 

plant varieties

(21) Other Services*

Exception



OR, 

Section 12, Foreign Company;

is promoted under Investment Promotion Act and 

its business specified in List Two or List Three, 

shall notify DBD Director-General in order to obtain 

Foreign Business Certificate,     

(no need to apply for Foreign Business License)



Foreign Business License (FBL.) 

or

Foreign Business Certificate (FBC.)

Business 

under IBC
- Managerial, 

Technical, 

Supporting 

Services 

- Treasury 

Center

- Int’l trade

Permit 

(or not permit)

with condition
(3 Million Baht Min. 

Capital, 

Not over 7 times Loan to 
Capital) 

Section 17,

Apply for FBL.

Non BOI

promotion

Section 12,

Notify for FBC.

with BOI

promotion

Permit,

condition

(same as BOI 
condition) 



FBL.                         FBC.



Business Under IBC 
Scheme;

 All Business under IBC Scheme specified in List Three

1) General administration, business planning and business coordination

2) Procurement of raw materials and components

3) Research and development of products

4) Technical support

5) Marketing and sales promotion

6) Personnel management and training

7) Financial advisory services

8) Economic and investment analysis and research

9) Credit management and control

10) Treasury Center

11) International Trade



To Obtain Foreign Business 

Certificate (Under BOI’s IBC 
Scheme)

Submit the Form (letter, document, BOI 

Promotion Certificate ) 

Pay the Fee (20,000 Baht)

Issue Foreign Business Certificate

(Normally takes 5-7 days)



The First 
Foreign Business Certificate 
(Under BOI’s IBC Scheme)



DBD Foreign Business 

Administration works closely with 
BOI; 

To support BOI’s Promotion Scheme

To facilitate Foreign Company to obtain 

Certificate 

This takes a shorter time and secured Foreign 

Company to get permission to do the business in 

Thailand.



Contact;

DBD Foreign Business 
Administration Division

E-mail: foreign@dbd.go.th

www.dbd.go.th

Tel: 66 2547 4425


